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MPOAOIOX

H npootacia tng naykdopiag NoAItloTIKNG KANPOVOUIAG, unodnAWVEL TNV UPnAn euBUvn NG KABE KPATIKAG
ovtdTNTAg NPOG TovV NOAITIOPO AAAG Kal EVOUVAPWVEL Ta XAPAKTNPIOTIKA TNG €vvolag “MoATtNg Tou KOopou”
o€ kaBe oUyxpovo avBpwno.

H npootacia twv Bpnokeutikwy pvnueiwy, unodnAwvel eni nAéov oeBaopod atov B0, petoxh atov avBpw-
nvo Novo Kal evBdppuvon tng avBpwnivng xapdc kat eAnidag. Méoa oe kaBe BpnokeuTikd pvnpeio, nept-
ToxiCetal n avBpwnivn oduvn alwvwy, 0 ORoC, N NPOCSEUXN Kal N NAPAKANGN TwV MOVEUEVWY Kal
adiknpévwy NG lotopiag Tou kOoPou aAAd Kat o Upvog, n uxaplotia kat n oohoyia npog tov Anploupyo.
YeBaopog Npog 10 BpNOKEUTIKO Pvnpeio, unodnAwvel 0eBacu6 NPOG Td CUCCWPEUPEVA and alWVES av-
Bpwniva ocuvaloBnuarta.

Baolopévn og autég Tig anAég okEWelg npoxwpnae n AleBvng Mpappateia tng AlakotvoBoUAEUTIKNG LUVE-
Aeuong OpBodotiag (A.2.0.) yetd anod andeacn NG MevikNg TNG LUVEAEUONE O0TNV NPOKAPUEN Tou deUTeEpOU
QwtoypaikoU dlaywviopou, Ye Bépa: «Kataotpo@n twv pvnpeiwv Tng Xplotiavikng AvatoAngy.

Ent nAéov, n BoUAnon tng A.X.0., ectidletal otnv NpdBeon tng va Napouctdoel 0To NAyKOOUIO KOO, ToV
NOAITIOUIKG auTo Bnoaupd TG XpLoTIaviknG AVaToAng Kal va eNoNPAveL TNV avaykn JeyaAUTePNG Kal ou-
0laoTIKOTEPNG NPOOTaciag Tou.

Ot NOANEC OUMETOXEG EPACITEXVWV PWTOYPAPWY 0ToV SlaywVIoU), KATEYpaWav eKTOG TwV AWV Kal TOUG
oUyxpovoug KIvdUvoug nou aneilolv ta BpnokeuTikd pvnpeia Kal eival o BpnokeuTIKOG pavatiopds Kal To
BaBu pioog npog tnv BpnokeuTikh Niotn Tou “aAou” avBpwnou, Tou dlapopeTikoU.

Ent nAéov, avédel€av KataotpoPEg, ouxva avenavopBwteg nou npokAnBnkav and tnv clyxpovn BapBa-
POTNTA OTOXEUPEVWY NBETEWY 0€ MOAITIOUIKOUG Bnoaupoug tng XploTlavikng AvatoAng.

H AlakoivoBouleutikn Zuvéleuon OpBodofiag (A.2.0.) wg NoAtikn opyavwaon Naviote oTig anoPdoelg Ing
aAd Kal o€ d1dpopeg ekdnAwaoelg NPoBAAel Tnv avaykn oeBacpoU NG eEAeUBepng BpNOKEUTIKAG EMAOYNG
AWV Twv Adawv KaBwg Kal JEPOVWHEVWY ATOPwY otny nopeia toug npog éva eAnido@dpo PéAov nou von-
uatodortei tnv {wn Toug.

Me T¢ OKEWELG aUTEG Napadiboupe Tov Nnapdvia TOPo UXOUEVOL KOAN MeEPIyNoN.

0 levikog Mpappatéag O Mpodedpog
¢ MevikNg Zuvéleuong

=
Avépéag MixanAiéng Sergei Popov
MéAo¢ tn¢ BouAn¢ twv EAARvwy MéAog tou XupBouliou tng Opoanovéiag

¢ Opoonovdiakng XuvéAeuang tng Pwoiag







nPoJior

OxpaHa MWPOBOTI0 Ky/TbTYPHOI 0 HacneanAa CBUOETeSIbCTBYET O BbICOKOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTM KaX4oro rocy-
OapCTBEHHOIO O6pa3OBaHMF| MO OTHOLLUEHWMIO K KYJTbTYpPE, a TakHe YKPEerJiHeT XapaKkTepHble 0cobeHHOCTU
«rpaigaHnHa MMpa» y COBPEMEHHOIO YeJ10BEKa.

OxpaHa PENTNITMO3HbIX NMAaMATHMKOB, NMOMUMO 3TOIO, CBMOETE/IbCTBYET TaKHe 06 YBaEHNN K BOFy, npu-
YaCTHOCTW K YesioBeYecKor 6onm n nooLwpeHnn YesioBeYvecKom padoctn M Hagexabl. B karkaom penn-
MMO3HOM MaMATHUKE 3aK/ioYeHa MHOrOBEKOBaA YerioBeveckan 00/b, CTpax, MonmTBa U I'IpOCb6a
O6e3,EI,OJ'IeHHbIX M HecrnpaBea/imBo 0OUMKEHHbIX VICTOpl/Iel7I, a TakHe MNMH, 6)'IaFOﬂapHOCTb M cfaBociioBme
TBOpLI,y. YBarkeHue K pPennrmMosHoMy NaMATHNRY CBUOETENNLCTBYET 06 YBae€HUN K HYesioBeYeCKNM 4yB-
CTBaM, HaKorlJ1eHHbIM B Te4eHNE BEKOB.

Mcxoas 13 aTux coobparkeHuin, MerkayHapoaHblin cekpeTapmat MernapnameHTcKoin Accambnen Mpaeo-
cnasua (MAI) Ha ocHoBaHWK peLLeHWs ee MeHepanbHol Accambnen 06bABKN 0 MpoBeaeHUM BTOPoro Go-
TOKOHKypCa Ha TeMy: «Pa3pyLueHne NaMATHUKOB XpUCTUAHCKOro BocToKan.

MAI HaMepeHa MpeacTaBUTb MUPOBO 0OLLIECTBEHHOCTW 3TY KyTbTYPHYI0 COKPOBMLLIHMLY XPUCTUAHCKOIO
BocToka 1 0TMeTUTb HeobxoamMMocTb ee Hosee Cepbe3HOMN M CyLLIECTBEHHOM OXPaHbI.

MHorouncneHHble doTorpadbl-nobuTenn, NPUHABLLME y4acTue B KOHKypCe, 3adUKCMpoBani, NoMMUMO
NPOoYero, COBPEMEHHbIE OMACHOCTU, YrPOHKAIOLLIME PENIUIUO3HBIM MAMATHUKAM — PEUIMO3HbIN GaHaTM3M
1 ITy6OKYI0 HEHaBUCTb K PENUIMO3HOM BEPe «APYroro», 0TWIMYHOI0 OT Hac YenoBeKa. OHM TaKe 0TMETUIN
pa3pyLLEHNA, 4acTo HeronpaBKMble, KOTopble MPOM30LLM B pe3yribTaTe COBPEMEHHbIX LiefieHanpaBeH-
HbIX BapBAPCKMX HaNafeHWin Ha KynbTypHbIE COKPOBMLLIA XPUCTUAHCKOro BocToKa.

MenapnameHTckasa Accambnen Mpasocnasua (MAIT) — nonuTMYecKan opraH1M3aLma, YieHaMm KoTopoi
ABMNAIOTCA NPaBOC/IaBHble MO BEPOMCNOBEAAHMIO Map/iaMeHTapum 13 NapaMeHToB 25 CTpaH M1pa, C MO-
MEHTa CBOEro CO3aHWNA B CBOMX PELLEHUAX, @ TaKHKe Ha PasfndHbIX MEPOMPUATUAX Bblparkana Heobxo-
OVMOCTb YBarKeHWA 1 OeMOHCTPaLMM BCEX 3MIEMEHTOB TPYAHOrO PEIMIMO3HOI0 MyTW, MPOMAEHHOrO
4es10BEYECTBOM 33 €0 MHOMOBEKOBYIO UCTOPWMIO - MyTW YesloBeYecTBa B OyayLLiee, UCMOSTHEHHOIO KaK yBe-
PEHHOCTY, TaK N He3aLLMLLIEHHOCTU.

C 3TUMU MbICTIAMW Mbl npeacraBiiAeM BaM HACTOALLINM TOM U HKeflaeM eMy CHacCTIMBOr o MnyTu.

[eHepanbHbIN CeKpeTapb Mpe3unaeHT NeHepanbHon Accambnemn
i
{ inx
':‘.-"
AHpgpeac Muxannuguc, Ceprewu lNonos,
4neH pedyecKo2o0 napnameHma 4neH Cosema @edepayuu PedepanbHo20

CobpaHus Poccutickol ®edepayuu







INTRODUCTION

Protection of the world cultural heritage implies a high sense of responsibility on behalf of each and every
state entity vis a vis cultural matters and it enhances the “citizen of the world” concept in the mind of mod-
ern man.

Further, protection of religious monuments implies respect for God, empathy for those who suffer and a
will to participate in and encourage joy and hope. Every religious monument encompasses long standing
human pain, fear, prayer and the imploration of those who have suffered and been wronged by the world
history but also the hymns, gratitude and praise to the Maker. Respect for religious monuments implies
respect for the human feelings expressed in them over their long existence.

Based on these thoughts, the International Secretariat of the Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy
(LA.0.) acting on the decision of its General Assembly, went on with the organising of the second contest
of photography with the title: “Destruction of monuments of Eastern Christianity”.

Further, the 1.A.O. has the intention, apart from presenting this cultural treasure from the Christian East,
to draw global attention to the need for its more adequate protection.

The numerous amateur photographers that entered the contest, recorded, among others, the modern
dangers threatening religious monuments which are no other than religious fanaticism and a deep -seeded
hatred for the religious faith of the “different other”.

Their photos showed the damages, often irreversible, caused to the monuments by the contemporary bar-
barism of targeted attacks against cultural treasures of the Christian East.

By its decisions and in the course of the various events it holds, the Interparliamentary Assembly on Or-
thodoxy (I.A.Q.) as a political organisation always brings to the fore the need to respect the freedom of re-
ligious choice made by individuals and the people at large, in their course towards a hopeful future that
gives meaning to their lives.

With these few thoughts, we are handing over this volume that we wish you to enjoy looking through.

The Secretary General The President
of the General Assembly

Andreas Michailidis Sergei Popov
Member of the Hellenic Parliament Member of the Council of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation
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Ta Bpnokeutikd pvnpeia Kat EMEIG

MapoAo nou n €vvola pvnpeio gival NoAU eupUtepn, cuvnBwG Pe Tov Opo autd evvooUE €va Ktiopa nou
elval pop€ag OTopIKNG PvAPNG, 6nAadh €va dnudalo KTiplo, Jia eKKANGia, pia IBlwTIKN Katolkia, KAM., nou
€XEL KAMOLA TETOLO XAPAKTINPLOTIKA, NEPIOTOTEPO N AlyoTepo €kONAa Kal oagn. Ta pvnpeia, eneldn akplBuwg
elval pope(g 10TOPIKNG PVAPNG, anoteholv ayeudeig JAPTUPEG TNG LOTOPIKNG TAUTOTNTAG TOU TOMOU GToV
onolo Bpiokovtal, N, ev NAoN NEPINTWOEL, Piag and TIG CUVIOTWOES AUTAG TNG TAUTOTNTAG. TN CNPEPIVA
enoxn eivat anodekth anod 6Aa ta NoATiopéva KPATn Tou KOOUOoU N avtiAnywn nwg to pvnpeio eivat kat no-
AUTtipo Kal ogBactd, yi' autd Kal Npéenel va npootateletal and tig pBopES Kal TIG KATAOTPOPES NMOU MPOKaA-
Aouvtal anod uaolkd aitia kat avBpwniveg napepBdoelg. H kataotpo@n and QuUOIKA aitia TG NEPIOoOTEPES
(QopEC eival apyn kat BabButaia, wg teAkd anotéAeopa Tng Npoioloag Bopdg and TNV eyKATAAEIYn, eVw
Mo onavia givat n apeon Kataotpo®n, Adyw oelopoy, NANPPUPAg, h Kanotag dAANg avdioyng attiag. Ooov
aQopd TIG KATaoTpoPEG pvnueiwy and avBpwnivn napéuBacn, autég oTIG Mo NOAAEG NEPINTWOELS YivovTal
aouveidnTa, w¢ anoTEAEOUA EVEPYELWV NMOU ANOoKOoMouv 0Th UVINPNON Kal Tov e€wpaiopo Toug, ol Jeya-
AUtePEC OUWG anod auteg opeilovtal, SUOTUXWG OXL Kal TO00 Ondvia, o€ OKOMIPES EVEPYELEG MOU anoBAENouv
ouveldntd otnv andAewyn NG IOTOPIKNG PVAKNG, £XOVTAG OTOXO TOUG, OTN OUVIPINTIKA MNAEIOVOTNTA TWV NE-
PINTWOEWY, PvNpeia BpnokeuTikoU xapakthpa.

Aéyovtag BpnoKeUTIKA pvnpueia evvooUue BERata ta KTiopata nou €xouv KAmnolo JeyaAltepo N PIKPOTEPO
l0TOPIKO BAB0G Kal ekppadouy, APeaa h €UPEaa, pia BpnoKeuTIKN TauToTNTa, ONWS dnAadn sival, katd KUplo
AOYO0, Ol vaoi Kal Ta EKKANCLAOTIKG Kal JovaoTnplakd Ktiopata (kwdwvootdold, Jovaotnplakeég Tpdnedeg,
QLAAEG, KAMN.) aAAG KaL Ta NPOoKUVNTAPLA, OL TAPOL, KAM, MOU €X0UV AUTA Ta XapaKINpLotika. Onwg eival pu-
0lKO, 6 €kdnAog cupBoAiopdg nou xapaktnpilel 1a BpNOKEUTIKA Pvnueia Ta KaBlotd aviikeipevo NoAU Mo
€VTOVOU OUANOYIKOU eVOLaQEPOVTOG OE OXEON eKElva Mou Sev €xouv autd 1o xapaktnpa. MoAU ouxvd OpwS
10 evolapépov autd, Adyw akpiBwg tou BpnokeutikoU pavatiopoy, Sev ekdnAwvetal pe Betikd tpdno, dn-
Aabh w¢ Pé€plPva TN avtiotoixng BpNOKEUTIKNG GUAAOYIKOTNTAG Yla TNV MPooTdcia Twv gvnueiwy nou v
ek@pdlouv, aAAd Kal apvnTikd, dnAadn, otnv kKaAUtepn nepintwaon, wg adlagopia N wg avoixt ekdnAwaon
evavtiwong -av pn T dAo- yia tnv dlathpnon Twv Pvnpeiwy Twv aAAMwv Bpnokelwv. Ma va 1o 6lanioTwoel
autd kaveig dev eival avaykn va avatpé€el oto napeABdv, nou 1o eniBeatwvel Ye NApnoAAa oxeTikd napa-
Setypata og GAo Tov KOOHO Kal anod OAEG TG NAEUPEG, bebopévou 0TI, HUOTUXWG, TETOLa Pavopeva dev Aei-
nouv kKaBoAou kal and tn onpepivh npayuatikotnta. ‘0oov apopd YdAloTa €Pdg, n lotopia BEANCE ol
0pBb60&ot Aaol va yertoveUouv Pe NEPLOXEC OTIC OMOieC ol HIAPOPEC OUYKPOUTELG CUMPEPOVTIWY VA JNopolv
va epgavidovial Kat wg oUYKPOUOELG BpNOKELWY, £T0L WOTE VA €UVOE(Tal N avantuén tng BpnoKEUTIKAG -
0aMobo€iag, Ye KATaoTPOPIKEG ENNTWOELG 0TA avtiotolxa Pvnueia. AANwOTe akduN Kat oTIG JEPEG HAG
autd nou yivovtal oto K6ooofo Kal otn Lupia pag unevBupidouv nwg o 0eBacuog otny UNIKN €KPPacn NG
BpnokeutikOTNTAg ToU AAoU dev gival UoTUXWC KATL autovonto, aAd eEakoAouBel va anoteAel €vav Oxl
Kal TG00 KOVTIVO OTOXO.

Oa ntav aoPaAwg NEPITIO Va ENIXEIPNPATOAOYNOEL KaVeig yia va anodei€el nwg o oeBacpog otn BpnokeuTikN
SlaQOPETKATNTA KAl OTNV PVNHEIOKN EKPPACh TNG AnoTeAEl HETPO Tou MOAITIOTIKOU emnédou piag avBpw-
nvng Kolvwviag, ave€aptnta and 1o av auth Bpnokelel Kal o€ Tt BpnokeUEl, Kal NMwg TO Va eNXAlpel KAVEIG
YO TNV KATaoTpoPn Twv PvNpeiwv Twv AAwV Kal, NoAU NEPLOCOTEPO, VA CUVEPYEL 0" auTAY, N, €0TwW akdUN
va adlaopei yia Tnv TUxn Toug, eival KAt anoAUtwg katadikaotéo. 0oov apopd epdg eival BeBaiwg pualkd



va aloBavopaoTte opyn Kal anotponiacyo otav akoUPE yia OUVEIONTEG KATAOTPOPEG EKKANCIWV Kal Hova-
OTNPLWV anod PoaAdb0Eoug pavatikoUg, CUVEIBNTOMNOLWVTAG €101 NWGE PE TOV TPOMO autd KAMOLOoL EMIXEL-
poUv va blaypayouv and tnv totopia TNV napouaia tng SIkNG pag napadoong anod ta pepn énou autd
oupBaivouv. Y& TETOIEG NEPINTWOELCG Ol KOWVWVIEG pag opeilouv BeBaiwg va aviidpolyv éviova KatayyEéA-
Aovtag dnpdota autd ta gpatvopeva Kal aokwvtag TG avaykaieg NiEoelg oto noAtikd eningdo yia tnv 6iebvn
Katadikn TOUC Kal TNV anotPonh TG OUVEXIONG Toug. E6w Ba npénet va Eekabapiooupe Nwg oTig avtANYeLg
TwV NoAltiopévwy Aawv dev undpxel B€on yia okéyelg nepl avianddoong Twv iowyv, nou eviote yivovial ev
Bepuw, wg 6nBev eniBeBAnuévn avtibpaon o napopoLe NEPINTWOELS. MoAU NeplocdTEPO, 600L AUTONPOO-
dlopidovtal wg niotoi xplotiavoi Ba npénel va katahdBouv Nwg n NpoofoAn Kal n ac€Bela Npog ta Pvnpeia
TwV dAMwvV Bpnokeupatwy Ox1 hovo dev unopei en’ oudevi va anotelel anddelgn yvnolwv kat acupBiBactwy
XPLOTIAVIKWV apxwv, aAAd, avtiBeta, eival katt oAdteda E€vo npog autég. To 66yua opBaAudy avti opBaAuou
Kal 0dovta avti 06ovtog dev ekppdlel To suayyeAIKo nveupa, yi' autd Ba npénel nptv an’ dAoug ol {6tot ol
xploTiavol va Katadikadouv apéowg, Xwpig Kautd enpuUAagn Kal he Tov Mo Katnyopnatiko Tpomno, Ty ek-
dnAwon tétolwv avuAyewy. Ba ntav, T€Aog, NepItto va unevBupuiooups Nwg n avtanédoon twv iowv pno-
pel lowg otnv apxn va gaivetal nwg Astitoupyel anotpentikd, Opwg oe BadBog xpdvou dev kataAnyel nouBeva
aMoU napd otn ouvtnpnon Tou Nveldatog T MiloaAAodogiag Kal oTny avanapaywyn twv artiwy nou tnv
npokaAoUy, dpa, v TéAEL, PE TNV NPwWTIN UKalpia, kal ota bla anoteAéopata. Ag pnv Eexvdpe eniong nwg
Té€tolou €iboug evépyeleg TpoPodoTouV ekatépwBev pavatiopoUg Kal aviinaAdTNTEG Nou, o€ ouvOUaouo Pe
dMoug napdyovieg, UnopoUv va odnynoouv akouN Kal o€ NOAEUIKEG CUYKPOUOEILC.

Av OpWwG, 6nwg BéAoupE va NIOTEUOUPE, EXOUKE NMPAYHATIKO evOlapEPOV yla TNV TUXNn TG 0pBodoENng no-
ANITIOTIKNG KAnpovopLdg Kat BewpoUpe autovonto nwg eniBdAAetal va gpovtidoupe yia tTnv npootacia g,
Ba npénet va avapwtnBouUpe Tt kadvoupe el ol idlot yla exkeiva and ta pvnpeia tng nou dev Bpiokovtal ota
x€pla AMwv aA\G ota Sikd pag. To va katadikadlelg wg Kako KATL yla To onofo euBUvovtal dAAot eival eUKoAo
kat avé€odo. To Uokoho kat uneuBuvo eival va avayvwpilelg Tig Oikég oou euBUVEC yia TNV NpoaoTacia Twv
a&lwv ekelvwv nou dtav katanatouvtal Toug and aAoug e€eyeipeoal. Aopalwg kat dev gipaote epeic autol
nou Ba eNXEIPNOOUE NOTE €V MANPEL ENYVWOEL TOU T KAVOUE VA KATAOTPEWOUE EVAV IOTOPIKO VA0 HAG.
‘OUWG Ol OKOMIPES KATAOTPOPES TWV PVNPeiwy Yag nou yivoviat ouveldntd and Kanoloug PioaAddofoug
dA\oug Kat npokaAoUv SikaloAoynpéva Ta apvNTIKA avtavakAAoTIKA Pag, anoteAolv €va eEAAXIOTO N0C00TO
TOU 0UVOAOU TWV KATAOTPOPWY Mou Yivovtal ota gvnpeia Tng NoATIoTIKAG Jag napddoong. Eival adlapgt-
oBATNTO NWE N CUVTPINTIKA NAEIOVOTNTA TWV €V Adyw KATaoTpoPwV Yivetal aveniyvwaota and eudg Toug
(6loug, eite enedn ablapopoUpe yla TNV TUXN TwV Pvnpeiwy, ite —600 Kal av autd Paivetal ek NPWING
Odpewg neplepyo- €€ atiag akplPBwg NG ayanng pag yu' autd, n onoia pnopei va unv eBdavel o€ 0OAOKANPWTIKA
dlaypagn toug and tov xdptn, odnyel OpwS NoAU cuxvd o «e€wpaiopoUsy» Nou aAAOIWVOUVY avenavopBwta
TNV (0TOPIKN TOUG TauTotnTa. AG ppovtidoue Aotndv va anodelkvUoude To evOlapEPOV Jag Yid Ta Pvnueia
™G Napadoong pag npoaotatevoviag, nptv an’ éAa, autd nou Bpiokovial yUpw pag and ¢ KATaoTPOPIKEG
OUVENEIEC TNG EYKATAAEIYNG KAl TwV AOTOXWV ENeUPBATEWY, XwpIG va eNtpénoupe ol —aopaiwg eniBePAN-
UEVEG— avTIOPATELG pag anévavtl oTig BapPapeg oupneplpopeg AAAWY, va AEITOUPYOUV WG EKTOVWTIKOG
EPNOUXAOPOG yia TIG SIKEG pag euBUVEG.

MiAtiadng A. MoAuBiou
Ap. ApXITéKTwV
Mpdedpog tNg KpITikNg eNtponng



PennrnosHboie naMATHUKU N Mbl

HecMoTpA Ha To, YTO MOHATUE «MaMATHUK» Fopa3ao LUMPe, 06bIYHO MO 3TUM TEPMUHOM Mbl UMEEM B BUIY
MOCTPOVIKY, KOTOpas ABNAETCA HOCUTENEM UCTOPUYECKOM NMaMATK, TO eCTb 00LLIECTBEHHOE 3aHWe, LIePKOBb,
YacTHbIM OOM U T.4., 06NafaloLLylo 3STUMK B 6OMbLLIER UM MEHBLLIEN CTEMEeHM YeTKO BbIparKeHHBIMU Xa-
PaKTEPHBLIMM 0COBEHHOCTAMM. [aMATHUKK, MMEHHO KaK HOCUTENIM UCTOPUYECKOM NaMATK, ABNAIOTCA 1C-
TUHHBIMW CBUAETENAMU UCTOPUYECKOM MAEHTUYHOCTU MECTHOCTH, B KOTOPOW OHWM HAaXOAATCA UMK, B NIOOOM
Cryyae, OfIHOM 13 COCTaBMAIOLLMX 3TOM MOEHTUYHOCTU. B coBpemMeHHyio anoxy Bce LIMBUIN30BaHHbIE MO-
CydapcTBa MMpa NPUHMMAIOT KOHLeMUMIO, YTO NaMATHUK NMpeacTaBnAeT LeHHOCTb M JOCTOMH yBarKeHus,
MO3TOMY ero crieflyeT OXPaHATb OT Pa3pyLLUEHWA 1 MOPYM, CBA3AHHbIX C ECTECTBEHHBIMM MPUYMHAMU 1 BMe-
LLIATeNbCTBAMM CO CTOPOHBI YesloBeKa. Pa3pyLUeHms, Bbi3BaHHbIE eCTECTBEHHBIMU MPUYMHAMK, B 6OMBLLNH-
CTBe C/ly4aeB NPOMCXOAAT MedSIEHHO M NOCTENEHHO, ABMAIOTCA KOHEYHBIM Pe3yNbTaToM 3abpoLLEHHOCTH,
ropasfo perke BCTpeYaloTcA HemocpeaCcTBEeHHbIE paspyLLEHMs, Bbi3BaHHbIE 3eM/ieTpsAceHneM, HaBodHe-
HWEM WM KaKo-nMbo MHOM, aHanornyYHom NpUYnHon. 41o KacaeTcs paspyLUeHUs NaMATHUKOB 13-3a BMe-
LLaTeNbCTBA CO CTOPOHBI HeSI0BeKa, B O0MBLUMHCTBE CIy4aeB OHO MPOUCXOAUT HEOCO3HAHHO, B pe3y/bTaTte
[ENCTBUM, LieNblo KOTOPbIX ABAETCA UX pecTaBpaLma 1 6naroycTpoicTBO, OAHAKO caMble 06LLMPHBIE 13
HWX, K COXKaneHuio, HepeaKo CBA3aHbl C LienieHanpaBneHHbIMM OeNCTBUAMM, KOTOpbIe CO3HaTeNbHO pac-
CYMTaHbI Ha TO, YTOObI YHUUTOMMTL UCTOPUYECKYI0 MaMATb, 1, B MOOABMAOLLEM OONBLUMHCTBE CllyYaeB, OT-
HOCATCA K MaMATHMKAaM PesIMro3HOro XapaKTtepa.

[0BOPSA 0 PENUIMO3HBIX NMaMATHUKAX, KOHEYHO, Mbl UIMEEM B BUAY 30aHWA, KOTOpbIE UMeT 6ONBbLLNIA UK
MEHBLLMIA UCTOPUYECKIIA BO3PACT M MPAMO UM KOCBEHHO BbIParKaloT PENTUIMO3HYI0 MOEHTUYHOCTb, [TaBHbIM
06pa3oM, 3TO Xpambl U LIEPKOBHBIE 1 MOHACTBIPCKME MOCTPOMKM (KONOKOSbHM, MOHACTBIPCKIME TpanesHble,
duanbl 1 T.4.), @ TaKHKe NPOCKMHMUTAPMK, 3aX0POHEHUA 1 T.4., 061aaatoLLMe TaKUMN 0COBEHHOCTAMM. ApKO
BblparKeHHaA CUMBOJIMKA, XapaKTepHana O/1A PeUMI1O3HbIX NMaMATHUKOB, OefaeT UX NpeaMeToM ropasno
6onblLLIEr0 MHTEPECA CO CTOPOHbI 0OLLIECTBA MO CPABHEHMIO C TEMU, KOTOPLIE HE MMEIOT TaKoro XapaKTepa.
OQHaKo 04eHb YacTo 3TOT MHTEPEC, MMEHHO MO MPUYMHE PenUrMo3HOro GaHaTU3Ma, He NposBNAeTCA He
NO3UTMBHBIM 06Pa30M, KaK 3ab0Ta 06 oxpaHe NaMATHUKOB CO CTOPOHbI TOM UM UHOW PEIUIMO3HOM opra-
HW3aLMM, @ HEraTMBHO, TO €CTb B JTyULLIEM Cllydae — B BUAe UHOUGHEPEHTHOCTI UM OTKPLITONO MPOABIEHNA
MpoTecTa — K COXPaHEeHMI0 MNaMATHUKOB APYruX penurmin. Ytobsl B 3ToM yoeamuThes, HET HeobXoaMMoCTH
06paLLaTLCA K MPOLLIOMY, KOTOPOE MNOATBEPHKAAET 3TO C MOMOLLbIO MHOIOYUCIIEHHBIX MPUMEPOB BO BCEM
MUPE, OTHOCALLIMXCA K Pa3HbIM CTOPOHAM, UCXOLA U3 TOM0, YTO, K COXKaneHMIo, Takmne ABNEeHNA NMPUCYTCTBYIOT
1 B COBPEMEHHOM OeMCTBUTENIBHOCTU. McTopWA pacnopaaniack Tak, YTobbl MpaBoCc/aBHbIE HApPOdbl MUK
M0 COCeCTBY C MECTHOCTAMM, B KOTOPbIX Pa3finyHble KOHGSIMKTLI MIHTEPECOB MOTYT MPOABMATECA M KaK KOH-
GNMKTBI MeOY PENUIUAMI, CNIOCOBCTBYA NMPOABMEHMIO PESTIUIM03HOM HETEPMUMOCTU, UMEIOLLIEN Pa3pyLLIM-
TeflbHble MOCNeACcTBUA O/1A Takoro poda MaMATHUMKOB. Meay MpouvM, U B HalUW OHW COObITUA,
npoucxofsALLme B KocoBo 1 CUpUK, HaMOMUHAIOT HaM, YTO YBarKeHWe K MaTepuarnbHOMY NPosBIEHMIO pe-
NMMMO3HOCTIM OPYroro, K CoMareHuio, He ABMAETCA YeM-TO CaMo Cobol pasyMeIoLLIMMCA U NMPOoLoKaeT
OCTaBaTbCA 3afa4yel oTganeHHoro byayuero.

OueBnaHO, 6bINO Bbl INLLHNAM MbITAaTLCA NMPUBECTU aPryMEHTbI, YTOObI [JOKa3aTh, YTO YBarKeHWe K penmrios-
HOW OTIIMYHOCTM U €€ BbIParKeHMIO B MaMATHMKAX - 3TO Mepa YPOBHSA KyNbTypbl YesioBeYeckoro obLLecTsa,
HEe3aB1CKMO OT TOro, ABMAETCA I OHO PESIUIMO3HBIM M KaKylo MMEHHO Bepy UCMoBedyeT, U YTO Koraa KTo-
nnbo pagyetca unu, bonee Toro, CNocobCTBYET paspyLUEHNI0 MAMATHUKOB APYrX PenUrni, Jare nytem



NpoABneHNA 6e3pasnnuuma K 1Ux cyabbe, OH NOANEHMT NMOHOMY ocyHaeHM0. CoBEpPLLEHHO eCTeCTBEHHO,
YTO Mbl UCMbITHIBAEM FHEB 1 OTBPALLIEHWE, CIIbILLA O CO3HATENbHbIX Pa3PyLLEHNAX LIEPKBEN 1 MOHACTLIpe
HeTePNMMbIMI haHaTUKaMM, TaKMM 06Pa30M 0CO3HABAs, YTO TaKMM 06Pa30M KTO-TO MbITAETCA BbIMEPKHY T
13 UCTOPUM MPUCYTCTBME HaLLe TpaaMumMmM TaM, rae 370 NPOUCXoAKT. B Takmnx crnyyanx Halwm obLecTsa,
KOHEYHO, [OMHKHbBI PE3KO pearnpoBaTh, NMyGIIMYHO OCYrKAaA 3TU ABMEHWA U OKa3biBas HeobxoayMoe AaB-
NeHMe Ha NOIUTUYECKOM YPOBHE, [0OMBAACH UX MEOYHAPOLAHOI0 OCYHOEHNA U HEMOBTOPEHWA. 30eCk Mbl
[OMHKHbI Pa3bACHUTb, YTO B MPeACTaBNEHNAX UMBUM3MPOBAHHBIX HAPOAOB HE AOMHKHO ObiTb MECTa MbIC/IAM
0 BO3[aAHMN, KOTopble MHOrAA B MoA06HbIX Cly4asXx MbITaloTcA NPeACcTaBUTh Kak AK0ObI 3aKOHHYIO 1 onpaB-
[aHHylo pearumto. TeM boree Te, KTO cuMTaeT ceba BEPYIOLLMMM XPUCTUAHAMM, OOMHKHbI MOHATL, YTO OC-
KopbreHme 1 HeyBareHMe K NaMATHUKAaM APYrux PenUriii He TONbKO H B KOEM CTy4ae He MOMKET CITYHUTb
[10Ka3aTeIbCTBOM UCTUHHBIX 1 6BECKOMMPOMMCCHBIX XPUCTUAHCKMX MPUHLIMMOB, HO, HANPOTUB, ABMAETCA CO-
BEPLLEHHO Yy ObIM M0 OTHOLLEHMIO K HM. [1orMa OKo 3a OKO U1 3y6 3a 3y6 He OTparKaeT eBaHreIbCKoro
[lyxa, MNO3TOMY CaMu XPUCTUAHE OOSKHbI HeMeA1EHHO 6e30r0BOPOYHO 1 CaMbIM KaTeropu4eckiM 06pasom
OCyOUTb TakWe NpeacTaBneHnsa. HakoHeLl, HeT HeobX0AMMOCT HAaNOMUHATL O CIeYIOLLIEM - MOXKET MoKa-
3aTbCA, YTO B HaYasne Bo3dasHMe CrocobCcTBYET NPeaoTBPALLEHNIO TaKMX AEMCTBMA, 0OHAKO B KOHEYHOM
UTOre MOMET MPMBECTU NIULLIb K COXPaHEHMI0 fiyxa HETEPNMMOCTM U BOCMPOM3BEAEHMIO NMPUYMH, KOTOpble
ero BbI3bIBAIOT, W, ClIe0BaTe/bHO, MPUY MEepBO BO3MOMHOCTY, K TEM e pe3ynbTataMm. [laBaiTe TaKe He
6yaem 3abblBaThb, YTO TaKOro poda AeMCTBUA NUTAIT GaHaT3M M NPOTMBOOOPCTBO C 06eMX CTOPOH, YTO, B
coYeTaHum C ApYrMm GakTopamm, MOHET MPUBECTU B TOM YMCTIE U K BOEHHBIM KOHOMKTaM.

Ecnn 'Ke, Kak HaM X04eTCA BEPUTb, HAaC AeNCTBUTENIbHO MHTepecyeT cyabba NPaBOCIaBHOO KysbTYPHOIo
Hacneama 1 Mbl CYUTAEM CaMo COBOM PasyMEIoLLIMMCA, YTO JOSHKHbBI 3a00TUTLCA 0 ero oxpaHe, To cieayeT
33[aTbCA BOMPOCOM, YTO AeflaeM Mbl CaMM B OTHOLLIEHWUM TeX ero NMaMATHUKOB, KOTopble HaXodAaTCcA He B
YYHMX, @ B HALLIMX COOCTBEHHBIX pyKax. J1erko 1 HUYEero He CTOUT OCYHAaTh 3/10, OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3@ KOTO-
poe HecyT apyrue. [opasfo TpyaHee 1 TpebyeT 60MbLLIEro My*KeCTBa Npmn3HaTb COBCTBEHHYIO OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 3a OXpaHy Tex LeHHOCTEN, HapyLUEHMe KOTOPbIX APYrMMM BbI3bIBAET Y Hac ocyraeHue. O4eBMaIHO,
Mbl He By[eM MbITaTbCA, B MOSIHOM CO3HAHWM TOr0, YTO Mbl AeNaeM, PaspyLLUMTb HaLL MCTOPUYECKMIA XpaM.
OpgHaKo LiefieHanpaBneHHble paspyLUeHna HalLMX NaMATHUKOB, KOTOpble CO3HAaTEeSbHO OCYLLIECTBIAIOTCH
HETePMNMMBIMIA NIOABMM 1 OMPaBOAHHO BO30YHAAIOT HeraTBHbIe pedrieKchbl C HaLlel CTOPOHbI, MpeacTaB-
NAT COO0IM HE3HAUUTESBHYI0 YaCTb TeX PaspyLLUEHM, KOTOPLIM MOABEPraloTCA NAMATHUKM HaLLEeN Kymb-
TYpHOR Tpagmumm. HecoMHeHHo, NofaBnstoLLee 60/bLUMHCTBO TaKoro poda paspyLLUEHW ocyLLiecTBAAeTCA
B HEBe4eHWM HaMM CaMKMU, MO0 NMOTOMY, YTO Mbl MPoABAeM be3pasnnydme K cyapbe NaMATHUKOB, NGO —
KaK Obl CTPAHHO 3TO HU BbITIAAEN0 Ha NMepBbIiA B3rNAL - MIMEHHO 13-3a HaLLel 06BM K HUM, KOTOpaA MOMKET
He [OX04WTb [0 UX MOSHOMO BbIYEPKMBAHWA C KapTbl, 0HAKO O4eHb YacTo NMPUBOAMT K «MPUYKPaLLMBAHMIO,
KOTOpOe HernornpaBMMbIM 06pa30M MNOAMEHAET X UCTOPUYECKYI0 MAEHTUYHOCTb. MTaK, OaBaiiTe nosabo-
TMMCA O TOM, YTOBbI [OKa3aTh Halll MHTEPEC K NaMATHMKAM HalLelt Tpaamumm, oXpaHan, Mperae Bcero, Te
3 HUX, KOTOPbIE HAXOAATCA BOKPY HAC, OT KaTacTPOUUECKMX MNOCTeACTBIM 3a6POLLIEHHOCTU M HEHYHHbIX
BMeLLIaTeNbCTB, He JoMyCcKas, YTobbl Halla, 6e3yCroBHO, ONpaBAaHHanA peaKLMA Ha BapBapcKoe noBeeHue
APYrvx, NO3BONANa HaM YCNoKamBaTbCA W 3abblBaTb 0 COBCTBEHHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTU.

O-p Munstnaguc [.Monvsuy
ApxuTeKTop,
lNpencenatens Hiopu



The religious monuments and us

Despite the fact that the definition of the notion of “monument” is much larger, habitually, by this term we
mean a building that is the vehicle of historical memory, a public building, a church, a private house, etc,
invested with such features, more or less obvious and pronounced, depending on the case. Monuments,
precisely because they are vehicles of historical identities, constitute truthful witnesses of the historical
identity of the place where they are situated, or, one of this identity’s components. In our day and age, they
are perceived, in all the countries of the civilised world, as something valuable and commanding respect
and as such deserving to be protected against wear and tear and deteriorations caused by natural causes
and human interventions alike. Deterioration owing to natural causes is slow and progressive, usually the
result of advancing erosion from abandonment, while immediate destruction owing to earthquakes, floods
or similar is relatively speaking a more rare occurrence. Deterioration caused by human intervention is in
most cases unintentional and the result of conservation and embellishment actions. The most important
destructions however are not infrequently caused intentionally with the purpose to erase historical memory
and are aimed, in the vast majority of the cases, at religious monuments.

By religious monuments, we mean historical buildings of the remote or more recent past which express
directly or indirectly a religious identity, e.g. churches and church and monastery buildings (bell towers, re-
fectories, bottles etc.) but also icon cases, graves, etc. It is only natural that the monuments with an obvious
religious symbolism attract a lot more attention than other non-religious monuments. This attention, how-
ever, on account of the religious fanaticism, is not a positive one i.e. care for the monuments by the relevant
faith community, but a negative one, expressed as indifference, at best, or as objection —if not worse- to
the conservation of monuments created by another religion. This is certainly true of the past with numerous
such instances the world over and from all sides, but also, unfortunately, of the present with similar phe-
nomena being frequently observed. In our case, historically, the orthodox have always been in the vicinity
of regions where conflict of interests often takes on the form of religious conflicts leading to the development
of religious bigotry with disastrous consequences for the monuments in those areas. Even in our days,
what is happening in Kosovo and Syria sadly remind us that respect for the material expression of others’
religions is unfortunately not self evident but, quite on the contrary, a remote objective.

There is certainly no point in arguing to prove that respect for religious difference and its expression through
its monuments is the measure of a human society’s level of civilisation, irrespective of its being religious
or not. To rejoice in the destruction of different religion monuments, to be indifferent and worse even, to
contribute to it is equally damnable. In our case, it is natural to feel indignation and outrage at the news of
deliberate destructions of churches and monasteries by bigot fanatics, especially as we realise that this is
their way of erasing from history the presence of our own tradition in the regions where these phenomena
are taking place. In the presence of such occurrences, our societies must react forcefully and publicly de-
nounce them while putting pressure on the political level to internationally condemn them and to prevent
their continuation. We need, at this point, to make it clear that there is no place, in the thinking processes
of civilised nations, for retaliation as an allegedly necessary reaction to such actions. Further, those who
identify themselves as Christians need to understand that desecration of other religion monuments can
never be proof of genuine and uncompromising Christian principles and that, on the contrary, it is totally
foreign to them. The eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth doctrine does not in any way express the evan-



gelical precept and for this reason all Christians must denounce immediately, unreservedly and in the
strongest possible terms the manifestation of such attitudes. Finally, it would be redundant to point out
that while retaliation may seem to be dissuasive at first, ultimately it merely serves to perpetuate the spirit
of bigotry and the reproduction of its causes leading to the exact same results. And let us not forget that
such actions foster fanaticism on both sides which, combined with other factors, may lead even to war.
If however, we are genuinely interested in the fate of the orthodox cultural heritage and we consider that
looking after it is a self evident necessity, we inevitably need to question what it is that we are doing for
those monuments that are in our possession and not in the hands of others. Denouncing some one else’s
actions is easily done and costs nothing. Recognising one’s own responsibilities however in the protection
of values that are abused is more difficult. This is certainly not to say that we shall ever deliberately attempt
to destroy one of our historical churches but it is a truism that deliberate destruction of our monuments
by fanatic bigots provoking our just outrage, represents an infinitesimally small percentage of the destruc-
tions and damages caused to the monuments of our cultural tradition. It is an indubitable fact that we are
the culprits, unwittingly of course, for the vast majority of the damage done to them; either on account of
our indifference in regard to their fate, or —strange as this may sound- because of our concern for their
preservation which may lead to “embellishments” altering beyond recognition their historical identity. Let
us therefore take care to prove our interest in and concern for the monuments of our tradition protecting
first and foremost those around us against the devastating consequences of abandonment and disastrous
interventions and at the same time let us not allow our —otherwise justified— reactions to barbaric actions
of others to make us complaisant in regard to our own responsibilities.

Miltiadis D. Poliviou
Dr. Architect
Chairman of the Selection Board
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The contest is dedicated to monuments
that have been damaged over the time due to:

Photo Contest Sectors

Sector 1
Abandoned monuments left to the ravages of time
because of compulsive or voluntary discontinuation of their use.

Sector 2
Monuments that are accessible and in use,
however damaged by air or other sort of pollutants and other natural elements.

Sector 3
Monuments that have suffered man-induced damage - destruction.

Selection Board
Mr. Miltiades Polyviou, Chairman

Members
Prof. Valery Alekseev
Mr. Todorov Todor Enchev
Mr. Samvel Karapetyan
Mr. Florin Marinesku
Mr. Bojan Miljkovic
Dr Kostas Mygdalis
Mr. Boris Sysoev
Mr. Abraham Tharakan
Mme Gali Tibon
Mr. Wato Tsereteli
Mr. Aleksander Wasyluk
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1%t Sector - 1% Prize

Name and Surname: MR. NIKOLAY SPIRIDONOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Monument Area: Stepanchikovo village, Yaroslavl region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 17* century

Yaroslavl region, village of Stepanchikovo. Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Stepanchikovo.
Church made of bricks, with two thrones and the St. Nicholas' chapel; the cost for its erection was covered by
the parishioners in the place of the old wooden church (17" century). It is square-shaped, with five cupolas,
two series of windows, an altar and a multi-level bell-tower. During the Soviet era, it was closed down and
used as a storehouse. Currently, it is abandoned and decaying. Up until 1764, the village was an estate belonged
to the monastery of Saints Boris and Gleb of Rostov.

1¢t Sector - 2*t Prize

Name and Surname: MR. NIKOLAOS MOURTZIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Twin Basilicas of Saint Demetrios and Saint Georgios of the Castle
Monument Area: Paleochora in Aegina island

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

At the top of Paleochora™ hill in Aegina, the so-called ‘small Mystras', is the Castle that was built by the Venetians
in 1654 and two large interconnected churches, the Twin Basilicas with two altars-entrances, of Saint Demetrios
and Saint Georgios of the Castle, one for the Latin Catholics and one for the Greek Catholics. For strollers visiting
the place, the view is fantastic; the area of Souvala and Aegina (the town) can be seen from there. The signs of
abandonment are visible, although occasional efforts have been made to save them.

* Paleochora (‘old town’) is the name of a steep hill near the Monastery of Agia Triada (Agios Nektarios), dotted
by a scattering of old chapels and remains of a Byzantine city. The area is also known as the «Mystras islands».
Archeologists have identified it as the location of the ancient city of Aegina. The Aeginetans settled there around
896 AD, to flee from the Saracen pirates and stayed there until 1800 AD, when they returned to the harbour,
where the town of Aegina stands today.

The houses in this medieval town covered the entire southwestern side of the hill and rose amphitheatrically
to the top. The inhabitants were involved in trade and shipping and cultivated the small farms and gardens
around the area. But Paleochora was not always successful in evading destruction. From the 9th century to the
12" century, there is little available information about Aegina, but it is known that it was plagued by pirates and
the island's history is closely connected to periods of occupation by the Franks, Venetians and Ottomans.

Panayia tou Sindi monastery was built in 16! century. It is located in the area of Paphos in Cyprus. Only main
church has remained. The rest of the monastery is almost completely dilapidated.

15t Sector - 3" Prize

Name and Surname: MR. TOMASZ MOSCICKI

Contestant Nationality: Polish

Monument Name: Panayia tou Sindi monastery

Monument Area: Paphos

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: 16" century AD

Panayia tou Sindi monastery was built in 16" century. It is located in the area of Paphos in Cyprus. Only the
main church has remained. The rest of the monastery is almost completely dilapidated.



2™ Sector - 1% Prize

Name and Surname: MR. VAKHTANG BERIDZE

Contestant Nationality: Georgian

Monument Name: Abukhalo skete

Monument Area: Kareli district, Trialeti Mountain

Country where the monument is located: Georgia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 17*-18" century

Abukhalo skete is mentioned in the «history of the kingdom of Georgia» by Vakhushti Bagration, where we find
various information on Abukhalo. The monastic compound is located in Kareli district, on the northern side of
Trialeti Mountain, and dates back to the 17"-18% century.

The skete consists of several caves of different sizes carved in the rock and is inhabited by monks, as it used
to be in the past.

2™ Sector - 2" Prize

Name and Surname: MR. VYACHESLAV POPOV

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: St. John the Baptist church

Monument Area: Goles village, in Godech municipality, Sofia

Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1896 - 1900 AD

Goles is a village in western Bulgaria, in Godech municipality, Sofia. The Goles village is located in a mountainous
area to the south of Vidlic Mountain. The church of St. John the Baptist that is currently operational was built in
1896-1900 and needs repair. There are a few votive offerings-crosses in the village, dedicated to Saint Nicholas,
Saint Elias, Saints Peter and Paul, Saint George. Above the village of Goles, the monastery of Saint Nicholas is
being renovated. We do not know the exact date of its erection.

2™ Sector - 3" Prize

Name and Surname: MR. MOHAMMAD NOURMOHAMMADIAN
Contestant Nationality: Iranian

Monument Name: St. Stepanos Monastery

Monument Area: 15 km northwest of Jolfa city

Country where the monument is located: Iran

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The St. Stepanos Monastery is an Armenian monastery about 15 km northwest of Jolfa city, East Azarbaijan
Province northwest Iran. The first monastery was built in the seventh century and completed the tenth century.
However, St Bartholomew first founded a church on the site around AD 62. But it was partly destroyed during
the wars between the Seljuks and the Byzantine Empire in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.

3 Sector - 1¢ Prize

Name and Surname: MS. ANZHELA USMANOVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Holy Protection church of the Mother of God

Monument Area: Bulzi village, in Chelyabinsk region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 18"-19t century AD

The church of the Holy Protection of the Mother of God in Bulzi village, to the north of Chelyabinsk region, was
built in the 18"-19t century. It has three thrones. Close to the church lies the abandoned building of the former
school, a ground-floor building made of red bricks. It now houses the monks' cells and a church. Currently, the
population of the village is not more than one thousand. The church is on a hill and is visible from far away.
Sinara River flows under the mountain. The Resurrection was celebrated there in April 2014, after a pause of
80 years.



3 Sector - 2" Prize

Name and Surname: MR. CONSTANTINOS CHARALAMBOUS
Contestant Nationality: Cyprian

Monument Name: Church of the Archangel Michael

Monument Area: Lefkoniko village of Famagusta province

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: 19" century

The church of the upper parish of Lefkoniko was dedicated to the Archangel Michael. It was built in the early
19" century and had an imposing appearance, with an excellent wood-carved iconostasis and numerous Byzan-
tine icons. The grandiose wall painting of the Archangel Michael was dominant in the interior of the church. All
the official ceremonies and rituals of the community would take place here.

After the Turkish invasion in Cyprus, the church of the Archangel Michael in Lefkoniko village of Famagusta
province had the same destiny as several hundreds of other sacred monuments and sites of Christian pilgrimage
in the occupied part of Cyprus: Desecration and abandonment for 42 years.

34 Sector - 3" Prize 3A

Name and Surname: MR. MIRKO CELIC

Contestant Nationality: Serbian

Monument Name: Saint Petka church

Monument Area: Kik village in the Lovinac municipality, in Lika—Senj County
Country where the monument is located: Croatia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1809 AD

Kik village is located halfway between Gospi¢ and Gracac, Lika, Croatia. It is a part of the village Ploce. There
is very little information about Saint Petka church in Kik, but it is known that it was moved in 1809 from the
neighbouring village of Radu€ since the latter got a bigger church dedicated to Saint Ilija The Prophet. Kik church
used to be the filial church of the cathedral church, dedicated to The Descent of The Holy Spirit, in the village of
Ploce. During the WW Il Croat Nazis destroyed the church documents about the parish so the most important
information about its history is lost. After the end of the war, the communists - the former parishioners, blew
up the Plo¢a church, and used its stone to build community stables. They also burned down the Kik church,
which remains devastated until today. In 1995, during the war operation "Storm", the Croats banished all the
remaining Orthodox Serbs from the area, and there is nobody to reconstruct these two monuments. Time and
the weather continue to damage the remains of the Kik church.

3rd Sector - 3" Prize 3B

Name and Surname: MR. [0ANNIS GKLEKAS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Paleomonastiro

Monument Area: Vrantamas in Laconia

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

At Vrontamas in Evrotas Municipality of Laconia, around seven kilometers from the“Kleisoura” settlement, at
an inaccessible site of the gorge in the middle of which Evrotas flows, there is a cave that some monks had
chosen to retire to in the Byzantine years, to dedicate themselves to God. They established a monastery with a
narthex, a main church, a small chapel, cells, rainwater tanks, ovens, and the essentials for an austere life. The
Church is dedicated to Virgin Mary and the great martyr Nikita, while the interior is dedicated to St. Nikolas. The
wall paintings date back to the 12th or 14th century (the bust-length Christ extending His hands in blessing),
and those in the chapel are from the post-Byzantine era. Due to the unreachable location of the Monastery, the
sacredness of the place and the need for protection from the Supreme Power, the inhabitants of Vrontamas, in
September 1825, sought refuge there to escape the fury of the enemy and defend themselves with safety.
Ibrahim's troops were tightly besieging the Christians, but the narrow space and the fortification of the castle
brought only casualties to the besiegers. The furious raiders opened up holes at a weak point of the rock, placed



explosives and blew up the Monastery. The death was torturous, as the infidels brought in huge quantities of
dry grasses and branches from the valley and placed them in the opening of the roof. Using long sticks and
cloths impregnated in flammable substance, they started a fire at the top of the mountain, causing a strong ex-
plosion that was lethal for those entrapped.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. ZYKOVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Ascension

Monument Area: Boulgouminskogie village in the region of the Republic of Tatarstan
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1764 AD

This is the church of the Ascension in Boulgouminskogie village in the region of the Republic of Tatarstan. The
monument was inaugurated by Pyotr Ritsakof in 1764. Currently work is being undertaken on the restoration
of the church.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. NADEZHDA TOCHILOVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Transfiguration

Monument Area: Nimenga village, Onega district in Arkhangelsk region
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1800 AD

Church of the Transfiguration in Nimenge (1800 AD - 1878 AD). The monument is located in Nimenga village,
Onega district in Arkhangelsk region.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. TATIANA IGNATIEVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Life-Giving Trinity

Monument Area: Mentusi village, Leningrad region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1788 AD

Church of the Life-Giving Trinity in the style of classicism, made of bricks and natural stone slabs. The building
costs were covered by Count R.I.Vorontsov and his out-of-marriage son A.R.Rantsey; it was consecrated in
1788. Architects: N.N.Fedyuskin (bell-tower), N.A.Dolbinski. The multi-level bell-tower with its eclectic forms
was constructed in 1866. There used to be chapels dedicated to St. Nicolas and martyrs Romanus and David,
which were abolished when the church was reconstructed in 1907. It was closed down in the 1930s. It suffered
major damages during the war, and only the ruins of the bell-tower and the unroofed walls have survived to
date. Photo 1 —2013. Address: Leningrad region, Mentusi village, coordinates: 59.695454, 29.39745.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. DMITRIY CHASSOVITIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Old Orthodox church

Monument Area: Verkhoturye, Ural region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 18" century AD

This is the old Orthodox Church in Verkhoturye, Urals. The monument was built in 18th century but it was dev-
astated during the civil war in 1918-1919. After the Civil War it was converted to a warehouse.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. TATIANA GORDEEVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Summer church of the Epiphany and winter church of St. Catherine
Monument Area: Batran village is located 46 km from Cherepovets region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1799 AD

Batran village is located 46 km from Cherepovets region of Russia. In Batran village there are two half-ruined
stone temples. Summer church of the Epiphany with three thrones: Epiphany of the Lord, the prophet Elijah
and Our Lady of Kazan. The winter church was built in honor of St. Catherine the Great Martyr. The summer
church was built in 1799 after the efforts of parishioners, and the winter church was built in 1819 by the con-
tribution of the landowner Princess Katherine Petserskayia.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. DMITRIY SVETLOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Abandoned and almost destroyed church

Monument Area: Yaroslavl region, at the outskirts of Borisoglebsky city
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The photo is titled «Hope for rebirth». It shows the abandoned and almost destroyed church in Yaroslavl region,
at the outskirts of Borisoglebsky city. Restoration of the church started in 2012.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. SERGEY POLYATYKIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Holy Trinity

Monument Area: Sokolsky District, Vologda Oblast

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1790 AD

This is the church of the Holy Trinity in Sokolsky District, Vologda Oblast. The monument was built with bricks
with decor in baroque style was built in 1790, funded by the parishioners. The bulk of the church - two tiers of
the bushel windows, topped with five ornamental cupolas. The bell tower is connected to a large dining room
based on two pillars, which were chapels dedicated to Baptist and Makarios. It remained closed during the
period 1939-1941.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ROMAN ONCHUKOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Large stone church with Side chapels Iberia and St. Seraphim of Sarov
Monument Area: Kungur town in the southeast of Perm Krai

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1903-1914 AD

This large stone church is located in Kungur town in the southeast of Perm Krai is an interesting example of
neo-Russian style. It was built in 1903-1914. Church with five domes and four pillars with masterful completion
of the facade and bell tower covered. Side chapels Iberia and St. Seraphim of Sarov. The monument was closed
in 1921 and it was used as a club. It has broken small domes, rebuilt finishes and is located in the territory of
the prison. In 2015 it was transferred to the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church. Address: Russian Fed-
eration, Kungur town in the southeast of Perm Krai.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. APOSTOLOS LIAKOPOULOS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Chapel of St. John the Baptist

Monument Area: Sounion

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1919 AD

This is the abandoned church of St. John the Baptist. This monument was erected at the expense of Ms. Kaloula
Vatistas in 1919 with ancient building material, and an ancient column at the temple that was used as an altar
of the Christian church, but it was removed and now has left a hole in the floor. The district is also abandoned
and is haunted according to the local tradition.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ALEKSANDR BARCHATQV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Life-Giving Trinity

Monument Area: Annenkovo in Nizhegorodskaya region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1854 AD

Church of the Life-Giving Trinity, 1854, Nizhegorodskaya region, Annenkovo (currently not in use). It is known
that, at the end of the 19 century, Pyotr Arkadyevich Stolypin, Russia’s Prime Minister who was reknown for
his reform work, had his estate in the village. P.A. Stolypin was married to Olga Borisovna Neidgart. It is said
that the young couple got married in Annenkovo, and the betrothal ceremony and the wedding took place in the
specific church. The village was destroyed in the second half of the 20™ century. Due to the industrial exploitation
of the dolomite deposit found in the surrounding area, the decision was made to abolish the village of Annenkovo.
The plan was to start extracting the minerals on the site. The wooden huts were dismantled and transferred to
new places in other villages. However, when the works started to enlarge the quarry, it was found out that the
dolomite deposits were minor and its further exploitation would not be profitable. The quarry enlargement plan
was abandoned. Only the church and the cemetery next to it remain standing orphaned on the bank of river
Pyana. So far, there is no mining on the site of the destroyed village. It is only the church, abandoned by all, that
stands in the middle of a bare field, with frescos still surviving on its walls...

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. OKSANA LUGOVAYA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul
Monument Area: Nagorny Ishtan, Siberia

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1872 AD

The Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul is located in Nagorny Ishtan, an old village of Siberia. The
wooden church was constructed in 1864 with the blessings of His Grace Parthenius, bishop of Tomsk and Semi-
palatinsk. The church was burnt down in 1868 and restored 4 years later, in 1872. There are still two tombstones
near the church — of Lev Prokopievic Veksin (owner of the glass industry and a patron of the arts) and his
mother Charitini Veksina. He donated 300 rubles for the needs of the clergy, so that his mother be eternally re-
membered in their prayers. History has preserved the names of the priests who served in the Church of the
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. One is Dmitri Fyodorovich Krasnoselsky, who came to Tomsk from Sibirsk Oblast.
He studied in the ecclesiastic school of Tomsk and in 1883 he was appointed as a priest in the church of Nagorny
Ishtan village, while in 1896 he was awarded the silver medal of Saint Alexander Nevsky. After his death, he
was succeeded by the 23-year old priest lvan Ivanovic, who remained in this place until the grim year 1917. His
fate since is unknown.



The wooden church in Ishtan ravine, like many churches in the countryside, had a small library — 80 books and
periodicals. A Sunday school was operating in the church. The local priest was teaching religion in another
school of the village. Young children in the village would learn the Russian language, the multiplication tables,
calligraphy and religion in one more ecclesiastical school that had been established in 1897 by the fraternity of
Saint Demetrius. The school was closed down in 1940.

The church lies in ruins. The masonry of the foundations is almost destroyed; the covering has been ripped off
half-height, which resulted in further destruction of the walls, the window frames are missing. Part of the
church's roof has come down.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. SUBHASH PUROHIT

Contestant Nationality: Indian

Monument Name: Church

Monument Area: Ross Island of Andaman island

Country where the monument is located: India

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The Ross Island of Andaman island-India has a 100 yr. history of British rule on these islands. Here the British
had built all kinds of constructions as bazar, chief commissioners' residence, swimming pool, huge gardens,
ballroom and so on. The construction of a big Church at a prime location was a main construction on the island.
All these buildings are now deteriorated due to nonuse after the British left the islands including the church,
which is seen in the attached images. All buildings constructed with bricks are now covered with tall trees
growing around them which show a very unique place for the visitors coming here. The church is the only build-
ing built with stone, hence free of growing trees around it. Its walls are rather intact, but only all other archi-
tectural elements have colapsed as shown in the images. This island is now a very good tourist attraction and
is under Indian Naval command an entrance permit is required of. The Church is a speaking example of mon-
uments abandoned and left unused to the ravages of time.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. NUKRI KVELASHVILI

Contestant Nationality: Georgian

Monument Name: Akhtala Monastery

Monument Area: Akhtala

Country where the monument is located: Armenia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 10" century AD

This monastery complex is a 10" century fortified Armenian Apostolic Church located in Akhtala town in the
Marz of Lori, 185 kilometers north of Yerevan in Armenia. The monument consists of four churches, a refectory
and a fortress with a circuit wall and a tower. The main church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary and was founded
by Ivane Mkhargrdzeli, who is buried in a chapel attached to the south-west part of the church.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. NIKOLAY TELEGIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Chapel of Our Lady

Monument Area: Plesetsk town in Arkhangelsk region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1804 AD

Chapel of Our Lady was built in 1804 and is located at the southwestern edge of Kenozero (Plesetsk district of
Arkhangelsk region of Russia) in the forest near the Tampits Lahti village.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. SERGEY BATISCHEV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Holy Protection of the Mother of God and Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra in Lycia
Monument Area: Kamenka village in Krumovgrad Municipality

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

In 1893, in the place of the old church that had suffered great damage, a new wooden church was constructed,
with two thrones: Holy Protection of the Mother of God and Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra in Lycia.
A Sunday school had been operating in the church since 1886. In 1916, its pupils numbered 70 boys and 20
girls. In 1929, the church was closed and used as a storehouse for cereals. Now, the half-ruined church of the
Holy Protection of the Mother of God in Kamenka village has been listed as cultural heritage site.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. SEVDALINA KATSAROVA

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Church of St. Ivan Rilski

Monument Area: Sliven Region

Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1895 AD

This is St Ivan Rilski church. Unfortunately, the church was submerged in water in 1965 when a dam had to be
built on the territory of the village. It was located in the village of Zapalnia, Bulgaria. The church is on the banks
of Jrebchevo dam, in the municipality of Sliven, Bulgaria.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ALEKSANDR SOROKIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Our Lady

Monument Area: Nikolskogie village in Bezentsoukski region
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1831 AD

This is the church of Our Lady of the "Burning bush”. This monument is located in Russia, Samara city,
Bezentsoukski region, village Nikolskogie. It was destrayed by the people because it was not being used.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ZENONAS GRICIUS

Contestant Nationality: Lithuanian

Monument Name: Kaunas Church of St. Sergius Rodonezhskogo
Monument Area: Kaunas area suburb of Upper Fred

Country where the monument is located: Lithuania

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1881 AD

Kaunas Church of St. Sergius Rodonezhskogo is located in the suburb of Upper Fred on the street JE Zhiliber
8. The church was built in 1881, by the means of the Kaunas fortress high ranking artillery officers of the Russian
Empire for the needs of the military personnel and had a capacity of 200 persons (for this reason it is also
called church of artillery). Its location is symbolic- on the left bank of the Neman River. On the opposite bank
of the Niemen river, the Emperor of France, Napoleon, surrounded by his marshals and generals, gave the order
to attack crossing the Neman thus beginning the military campaign against Russiain 1812! In a small cemetery,
near the church, are the burials of the first commander of the Kovno fortress, General Oscar Clem and of the
artillery officers who died during the German attack in 1915.



Nowadays, this is the only church out of the six churches that were used by the Kaunas fortress garrison that
remains the same. The church closed its doors in 1919. Since 20.03.2001 it has been part of the register of cul-
tural heritage of the Republic of Lithuania!Over the years, the building itself and its decoration have sustained
serious damages.

The church was built in pseudobyzantine style, the shape of the building is square, covered by a monumental
dome. The external form is defined by eight arches and in the center of each there is a circle with a Greek cross
in the middle. The bell tower dominates the west side. The church is surrounded by many trees as it is adjacent
to the Botanical Gardens of the University of Kaunas.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. FEDOR DYADICHEV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Cathedral of St. Sergius

Monument Area: Sergiopolis Rasafa

Country where the monument is located: Syria

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

Cathedral of St. Sergius in Sergiopolis (Rasafa) in Syria, near the town of Al-Ragga. This monument was de-
stroyed by invaders over 500 years ago.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. GENNADIY ZUEV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Agia Paraskevi

Monument Area: Veliki Novgorod

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1207 AD

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. RAFFI YOUREDJIAN

Contestant Nationality: British

Monument Name: Bardzrakash St. Gregory Monastery

Monument Area: Dsegh

Country where the monument is located: Armenia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 10" century




Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. OLGA FEDOROVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Transfiguration of the Lord

Monument Area: Gkrigkorievskogie vilage in Smolensk region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The church of the Transfiguration of the Lord in the village Gkrigkorievskogie in the region of Smolensk.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ANDREY RODIONOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Archangel Michael

Monument Area: Maslovo vilage near to Mechi river

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1805 AD

Church of Archangel Michael. It is a stone church in the village of Maslovo by the river Mechi; it was built in
1805 at the expense of the parishioners. It is made of bricks, and decorated in late baroque style. It is square-
shaped, with two series of windows with a high cupola-like dome. It was closed around the 1930s, and then
the shrines, the altar with St. Boris and Gleb chapel, and the bell-tower were destroyed. Only the central part of
the building has survived to date, which is partly ruined, while the western half has collapsed.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. NATALYA GORCHAKQVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church

Monument Area: Allasa vilage

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

This small church is located on the waterside of Kouris Dam, close to the village of Alassa in Cyprus. Around
100 years ago, there used to be a river coming down from Troodos Mountain to the sea. The inhabitants decided
to build dams on the river, in order to collect fresh water, but there was a village on that very site. Without giving
it much thought, they moved the village higher up. They transferred the church to an apparently safe location;
however, after a few years, severe floods hit the island, the dam overflowed, and the church was flooded. When
spring came, the water receded, but the church was never reopened. A new church was built nearby, which is
accessible, while the old one is an architectural monument.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. EKATERINA PODSHIBYAKINA
Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Nativity of Christ

Monument Area: Sedelnitsy village, Ivanovo region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1910 AD

In 1905, M.A.Pavlov that made his fortune supplying fabrics to the army started the erection of a monumental
church dedicated to Christ the Savior in his home-village. With the ambition to create the best church in the
area, he had the construction completed in 1910.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ALEKSANDR IGONIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary

Monument Area: Verchovlian vilage, Moscow region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1898 AD-1901 AD

This is an elegant church and is built with bricks and has used the standards of ancient Russian architecture.
The church has a dome with steeple and had the chapels of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, St. Paraskevi, St.
John the Merciful. The church was closed in the late 1930s and was became a tractor repair workshop (various
cast iron parts pierce the bodies and faces of saints depicted on the walls) the north and south walls collapsed.
Today the church is abandoned and in poor condition. The church is one of the cultural heritage sites and is lo-
cated in the Moscow region (Decree of the Moscow Region Ministry of Culture, Ne 551-P 23.11.2006).

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. LUCHEZARA KOSTADINQVA

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Church of St George Rotunda

Monument Area: Sofia

Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 4" century AD

This is the church of St. George Rotunda in Sofia, Bulgaria. The church is located in the courtyard between the
Sheraton Hotel and the Presidency at a level a few meters below the modern streets of the capital. Rotunda is
a part of a large complex of ancient buildings from the late 3 and early 4" century. Since the 4™ century it has
been used for christening (baptizing) ceremonies.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ANGELO FARINA

Contestant Nationality: Italian

Monument Name: Fatima old Church

Monument Area: Boa Vista (Cape Verde)

Country where the monument is located: Cape Verde Islands (Africa)
The year or time period of the monument construction: 1300 AD

This is the Fatima old church. This monument is located in Boa Vista (Cape Verde) in Cape Verde Islands (Africa).
It is an ancient building and located near the Ocean coast.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. ANASTASIA GULKO

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Life-giving Trinity

Monument Area: Vystavka village, Arkhangelsk oblast

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1753 AD

The church of the Holy Trinity is an architectural monument of Ustyug's school of the mid-18™ century. The
stone two-storey church has two thrones of the altar type. The main church is square-shaped. The church
building is visible from the river and is a marvelous example of an organic combination of landscape and ar-
chitecture. It was constructed in 1753. The church of the Holy Trinity was mentioned in Ustyug's chronicles,
from which we know that the carpenters of the church Sergey Golovin and Trenka Golovin built a cozy church
dedicated to the Life-giving Trinity, in Votlozemsky region. In the beginning of the 20" century, the priest V. Ki-
canov renovated the wall paintings. In 1932 the church was closed down and its facilities were used as a club
and storehouses. Currently, it is abandoned and destroyed.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. ELENI KALOGEROPOULOU

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Mouchli Castle and Holy Mary of Mouchli

Monument Area: 14 km east of Tripoli city, between Agiorgitika and Achladokampos villages
Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1281 AD

Mouchli Castle and Holy Mary of Mouchli is located in Greece 14 km east of Tripoli city, between Agiorgitika
and Achladokampos villages. Most probable construction date of the monument is 1281 AD.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. VALERIJ DYVAK

Contestant Nationality: Ukrainian

Monument Name: Church of the icon of Virgin Mary Praying

Monument Area: Zhukova in region of Belgorod

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 18" century AD

This is the church of the icon of Virgin Mary Praying in the region of Belgorod in location Zhukova. The church of
the icon of Virgin Mary Praying is an Orthodox church of the ecclesiastical province of Belgorod and Stary Oskol
in the Belgorod diocese. It was built of red bricks in the village Zhukova. In “Information book for churches,
parishes and clergy of the Kursk province” of 1908, 1780 is referred to as the year of completion of the construc-
tion. In the 1859 capital work "List of settlements of the Russian Empire prepared and issued by the Ministry of
Interior Central Statistical Committee", it is stated that there were 70 yards in the village Zhukova River Gkerasim
and that in it lived 341 men and 420 women, and that there was an Orthodox church. In the region of Belgorod
some records refer to activities in the Virgin church Praying village Zhukova from 1810 to 1914. They are additional
proof that the church was already operating successfully in the late 18" - early 19% century.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. DMITRIY PAVLOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Holy Protection

Monument Area: Arsamaki village in Vladimir region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1825 AD

The church of the Holy Protection is located near the village Arsamaki of Vladimir region. The church is visible
from the highway Vladimir-Gus Chrustalni-Tuma. Several churches had been built on the same site before,and
were burnt down.

The church shown here was consecrated in 1825. In 1842-44, the land owner captain A.K.Rameikov covered
the costs for the construction of a cozy chapel here, dedicated to the pious prince saint Alexandr Nevsky. The
church was rich in utensils, sacerdotal vestments, holy icons and liturgical books. In early 1900, the settlement
around the church had 26 inhabitants. In 1942, the church was looted. The inhabitants, under the guidance of
the president of the Aesamaki village Soviet, took the bells of the church down and removed the ecclesiastical
utensils. They stripped the church bare to cover the needs of their households. First they ripped off the brick
pillars supporting the enclosure made out of cast iron railings. Then, they dismantled the gate. Auxiliary services
were housed in the church, as well as a storehouse of the city’s trade division. This did not last for long, though;
it was soon abandoned again. The metal sheets were removed from the roof. In 2003, the second and last cross
collapsed as a result of the overall damages.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. MIHAI POIANA

Contestant Nationality: Romanian

Monument Name: German Church

Monument Area: Malcoci village near to Tulcea city

Country where the monument is located: Romania

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1880 AD

This German church once stood as a symbol of faith and unity in the community. Now it's just a piece of archi-
tectural poetry written by a society in decay. The church is located in eastern Romania, in Malcoci, a small
village near Tulcea City. The German community built the church in 1880 destined for a hard life in the coming
communist regime.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ALEXEY LOSHCHILOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Monument Area: Leningrad region, Lukinskoe village

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1882 AD

Construction of the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin in the village of Llyinskoe was launched in
1882 by architect George Karpov and lasted about 5 years. The construction of the temple was completed in
1887. The stone church was built on the site of a dilapidated old church on the order of Artsebasheva, a
landowner, who owned the land of the village. At the moment, the temple is abandoned and restored entirely
thanks to the voluntary efforts of the custodian of the Church - Eugene Zazovit.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. MICHAIL KONSTANTINIDIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: The Ascetics of Karoulia on Mount Athos

Monument Area: Southernmost shore of Mount Athos

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 17" century AD

Karoulia is located at the southernmost shore of Mount Athos on a rocky and very steep site. Hermitages of
anchorites are situated at the southernmost share of Mount Athos, on Cape “Nymphaion”, on steep rocks, cling-
ing like swallows’ and eagles’ nests. Karoulia is a barren rock with sparse vegetation, descending to the sea
and ending up to sharp peaks causing vertigo and dizziness. To go there, you need to walk on a narrow and sad
path; it takes braveness and great skill, and you also need to haul yourself up on a chain fitted on the rock. An-
chorites yank up food or materials from the sea using rope and spool (‘karouli’), hence the name of the place.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MS. ANASTASIA SHEINA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Annunciation

Monument Area: Pokcha village in Cherdynsky region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 15%-16" century AD

Poktsa is the capital of Great Perm and is located 5 km north of Tserntyn. Here, on the river Kolva (Colva) there
are the high walls of the church of the Annunciation - the legacy of old times. It is known that in 15-16th century
in this area there were two wooden churches - the Annunciation and St. George. Both churches were completely
destroyed by fire in 1535. 250 years later, when the Pokcha became the center of ship building, the temple was
restored. Now the walls of the temple are made of stone, while its south side adjoins the church of St. George
and its north that of St. Nicholas.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. SAVVAS FERENIDIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Sumela Monastery

Monument Area: Near to the city of Trabzon in Zigana Mountains
Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: 386 AD

The Monastery of Panagia Sumela or Sumela Monastery or (in Pontic dialect: Sou Mela, from Mount Mela), is
a well-known Christian Orthodox monastery near Trabzon, symbol for 16 centuries of Pontian Hellenism. The
monument was built on 386 AD.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. GIANNIS VOULGARIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Catholic church

Monument Area: Kalivia area, near Vavili village, at Chios island

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 13" century AD

Catholic church in Sklavia area, near Vavili village, at Chios island.

Sector 1
Name and Surname: MR. VLADIMIR NEELOV
ﬁ Contestant Nationality: Russian
= Monument Name: Church of the Presentation
M Monument Area: Rezanino village in the region of Yaroslavl
. Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1803 AD

The Church of the Presentation in the village Rezanino the region of Yaroslavl, Russia. The church was built in
1803, funded by the parish. It was built with bricks and is decorated in the spirit of classicism. It is a temple
with five domes with two rows of windows with cupola and altar and with a chapel of St. Elias having a separate
belfry. The temple was closed in 1960.

Today the church is abandoned and in bad condition. Even today, the remains of murals and details of the wooden
iconostasis impress the visitors of the ruins.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. SOTIROPOULOS I0AKEIM (ANASTASIQS)
Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Church of St. John the Theologian

Monument Area: Efpalio Village, municipality of Dorida

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 12" century AD

The Middle Byzantine church of St. John the Theologian was built in the second half of the 12" century, from
the Emperor Manuel | Comnenus and was the catholicon of a small monastic complex. It is located at a short
distance from the village of Efpalio in Dorida, about 3 km to the north.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. VAKHTANG BERIDZE

Contestant Nationality: Georgian

Monument Name: Cathedral of St. John the Baptist

Monument Area: Oshki

Country where the monument is located: Georgia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 10" century AD

The cathedral of St. John the Baptist at Oshki is a Georgian Orthodox church, one of the most important archi-
tectural and religious centers in the historical area of Tao-Klarjeti, the first of the four big cathedrals. It was
built in the second half of the 10th century; from the entire monastic compound, only the central church, the
seminar and the small churches have survived to date. It is located in Eastern Turkey (Erzurum).

Thanks to the Georgian-language inscriptions in the church, it is known that the church was built by the rulers
of Tao-Klarjeti from the dynasty of Bagrationi — Bagrat Eristavt-eristav and David Il Kurapalat, while the architect
was Grigol, depicted on one of the columns of the southern gallery.

Oshki used to be a great center of knowledge in ancient Georgia. A priceless monument of ancient Georgian
literature was created here in 978 — the “Oshki code”, the whole Bible translated into the Georgian language.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. YEVGENIY CHERKALIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Cappadocia

Monument Area: Cappadocia

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: Middle of 1% century

Christianity appears in Cappadacia in the Roman era. This is the place where Apostle Paul preached and perhaps
already in the middle of | century Christians lived here.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. CONSTANTINOS CHARALAMBOUS
Contestant Nationality: Cyprian

Monument Name: Monastery of Saint Panteleimon Myrtou
Monument Area: Myrtos region in the province of Kyrenia

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: 5" century

The Monastery of Saint Panteleimon in Myrtos is located in the province of Kyrenia in the occupied part of
Cyprus. It was constructed in the 5% century.

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ASPASIA LEQUSI

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: St. Dimitrios and St. Georgios churches

Monument Area: Paleochora, Aegina

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

It is located on the hill behind the Monastery of Saint Nektarios. Around 38 churches are still standing. At the
top of Paleochora hill is the Fort built by the Venetians in 1654, with two large interconnected churches, one for
the Roman Catholics and one for the Greek Catholics. Twin Basilicas with two altars-entrances: St. Dimitrios
and St. Georgios.



Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. DIMITRIS DRISAS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Saint George Catholic Church

Monument Area: Paleochora in Aegina

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1533 AD

Sector 1

Name and Surname: MR. ILIAS KOKKINELIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Agios Dionysios, Agia Varvara, and Panagia (Virgin Mary) of Giannouli churches
Monument Area: Paleochora in Aegina

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 9" century AD

The photos are from the old town of Aegina. They show Agios Dionysios, Agia Varvara, and Panagia (Virgin
Mary) of Giannouli. The early history of Paleochora is not known. Probably the Aeginetans started settling on
its steep rock at the end of the 9" century, after consecutive invasions by Arab pirates that affected seriously
the coastal area. However, early Christian marble architectural members allude to the continuous residential
activity in Paleochora, which is also evidenced by the fact that the ancient castle of Paleochora, on an altitude
of 335 meters, was rebuilt by its inhabitants in 1462 during the first Venetian occupation (1451-1541). In 1537,
Barbarossa destroyed completely the city. The second Venetian occupation in Aegina (1687-1716) was accom-
panied by a new period of prime for Paleochora, which gradually gained back part of its past prosperity.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. GEORGOS KONDYLIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Chapel of Our Lady

Monument Area: Eleusis

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

At Eleusis archaeologists revealed much evidence, proving the existence of three old Christian churches. The
first found near Telesterion, the second inside the holy place where today is built the church of Our Lady and
the third in the Christian basilica found at a distance of 200 meters. Restoration and reconstruction of the mon-
ument is important because of the static problem.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MS. NADEZHDA TOCHILOVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of St. Nicholas

Monument Area: Soginitsy village in Leningrad region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1696 AD

Church of St. Nicholas, the Wonderworker in Sogkinitsi village. The monument was built in 1696 in Podprozhsky
area, Leningrad Region.



Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. DIMITRIS VAMVAKOUSIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Holy Monastery Of Saint John The Theologian And Evangelist
Monument Area: Patmos Island

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1088 AD

The first thing you notice on Patmos is the monastery of St. John the Divine or the Evangelist. It crowns the hill
of Chora and reminds of a Byzantine castle. It was founded in 1088 by Saint Christodoulos, to whom the Byzantine
Emperor Alexios |. Komnenos donated the whole island. The monastery is more than 15 meters high, while its
length from north to south is 53 meters and from east to west 70 meters. It seems even larger when you stand
at the entrance, where there is an iron reinforced door.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MS. OKSANA LUGOVAYA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Our Lady Mother

Monument Area: Chilin settlement in Tomsk region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1914 AD

The Church of Our Lady of Iberia in Chilin settlement, Tomsk region. It was built in 1914 to replace the old temple
(Temple of the Lord's Transfiguration, 1851). There were more than 2,000 parishioners. The church is located
on a foundation of granite because there were granite quarries in the area. It was built in honor of the Lord's
Transfiguration, but as no archival documents were found in the 90's regarding the church, its name became
"The Church of the Iberian icon of the Virgin Mary."

In the Soviet period in this temple was used as a barn, a club, a hospital, a kindergarten and until 1941 the
belfry was intact.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. YANISLAV ILIEV

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Simonopetra Monastery

Monument Area: Mount Athos

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 13" century

Simonopetra Monastery is an Eastern Orthodox monastery in the monastic state of Mount Athos in Greece. Si-
monopetra ranks thirteenth in the hierarchy of the Athonite monasteries.The monastery was founded during
the 13™ century by Simon the Athonite, who was later sanctified by the Eastern Orthodox Church as Osios Simon
the Myrrohovletes.

Tradition holds that Simon, while dwelling in a nearby cave, saw a dream in which the Theotokos instructed
him to build a monastery on top of the rock, promising him that she would protect and provide for him and the
monastery. In 1581, Simonopetra was destroyed by a fire, in which perished a large number of the monks.
Evgenios, the monastery's abbot traveled to the Danubian Principalities hoping to raise funds to rebuild the
monastery. The most important donor was Michael the Brave, Prince of Wallachia, who donated large portions
of land as well as money to the monastery.

The monastery was also burnt in 1626, and the last great fire happened in 1891, after which the monastery
was rebuilt in its current form.



Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. SERGEY OSTANIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the pious prince saint Alexandr Nevsky
Monument Area: Uni village of Glazov region in Vyatka oblast
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1904 AD

The church of the pious prince saint Alexandr Nevsky (in photo) in Uni village of Glazov region in Vyatka oblast.
The church was being constructed for 22 whole years. The central throne was consecrated on the 15 of December
1904, in honor of the pious prince saint Alexandr Nevsky. The consecration of the new church was attended by
bishop Philaretus of Vyatka with the members of the ecclesiastical province administration. The second throne
in honor of St. John Chrysostom was consecrated in the same year.

Initially, the architect V.M. Druzhinin designed the church with 3 chapels on the upper level and 2 chapels on
the lower level. However, the maoney would not suffice for the construction of such a huge church, so architects
Savitsky and I.N. Charushin amended the initial design (in the old photos attached).

In 1932 the church was closed down, the bell-tower was ripped off and the bricks were used for the ovens of
the sovkhoz and for repairing the school. As of 1943, the building was used for storing cereals. In the post-war
years, the church hosted the local house of culture.

The Congress of People's Deputies of the Soviet Union made the decision to deliver the church building to the
Orthodox Church of Russia. The services started being performed in the church as of January 1933.

Gradually, the Alexandr Nevsky church is transformed and the surrounding area is embellished. In 2008, the con-
struction of the new bell-tower was completed. In 2014-15, plastic windows were installed at the church, the in-
terior was decorated, the roof was partially replaced, and its original frescos and external appearance are being
restored. The Sunday school is operating in the church, and passionately attended by younger and elder ones.

The sound of the ringing bells invite again the faithful to pray.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. FEDOR DYADICHEV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church

Monument Area: Urmia

Country where the monument is located: Iran

The year or time period of the monument construction: 3 century AD

Closed church in the Iranian city of Urmia. Presumably it refers to the third century AD.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: SANDIPAN MUKHERJE

Contestant Nationality: Indian

Monument Name: Matriz or Cathedral Nossa Senhora da Vida Church
Monument Area: Vasai (Bassein)

Country where the monument is located: India

The year or time period of the monument construction: 16" century AD

Matriz or Cathedral Nossa Senhora da Vida Church in Vasai (Bassein), India. The church was built by the Por-
tugese in the 16" century.



Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. RAFFI YOUREDJIAN

Contestant Nationality: British

Monument Name: Not mentioned

Monument Area: Akhtala

Country where the monument is located: Armenia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. VLADIMIR NEELOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Entry of the Mother of God
Monument Area: Pruzinino village, Yaroslavl province

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1804 AD

The church of the Entry of the Mother of God, village of Pruzinino, 1804, Yaroslavl province, Russia. It was built
in 1804, financed by the parishioners, in the place of the two wooden churches that were known since the 17t
century. A five-cupola stone church with a separate multi-level bell-tower. The church has four thrones: dedi-
cated to the Entry of the Mother of God, to the icon Virgin of Vladimir’, to the Transfiguration of the Lord, to the
Life-Giving Trinity. It was closed down in 1943. In 1993 it was given to the Orthodox Church of Russia and is
now being restored.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MR. YEVGENIY CHERKALIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Monasteries

Monument Area: Cappadocia

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The main factor characterizing Christianity in Cappadocia was the huge number of monasteries located in caves
and isolated cells on mountains, where a very big number of hermits resided. The area was proven to be ex-
tremely suitable for such zelotism.

Sector 2

Name and Surname: MS. MIRYANA BUCHKOVA

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: The majestic church of St Peter and Paul
Monument Area: Constanta city

Country where the monument is located: Romania

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1883 AD

The Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, in Constanta city, Romania, is the seat of the Romanian Orthodox Arch-
bishop of Tomis, as well as a monastery. It was built on the city's peninsular zone in 1883-1885 in Greco-Roman
style, following plans by architects Alexandru Orascu and Carol Benesch and, for the interior, lon Mincu.



Sector 2

Name and Surname: MS. LIANA GALABQOVA

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Patriarchal Cathedral of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church
Monument Area: Sofia city

Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1912 AD

The St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral is a Bulgarian Orthodox cathedral in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. Built in
Neo-Byzantine style, it serves as the cathedral church of the Patriarch of Bulgaria and it is one of the largest
Eastern Orthodox cathedrals in the world, as well as one of Sofia's symbols and primary tourist attractions.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MS. ANITA TOUTIKIAN

Contestant Nationality: Lebanese

Monument Name: St. Mary Church

Monument Area: Ergan Village in Dersim

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: 975 AD

The church has been damaged largely by the looting of its stones to build nearby homes. It is also largely de-
stroyed by thieves and treasure hunters thinking that it might contain the hidden gold of Armenians.

It became the cemetery of the priests who served in it before 1915. A lot of carving is seen on the stones by
vandals who passed by and inscribed their names or initials.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. ANDREI NENASHEV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Agia Kyriaki

Monument Area: Paphos

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

Paphos. Ruins of an early christian basilica and the church of Agia Kyriaki. The Early christian basilica has been
destroyed by the arabs.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MS. ELIZAVETA EGOROVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Historic buildings

Monument Area: Not mentioned

Country where the monument is located: Israel

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

Historical buildings of Israel are now used for the accommodation of residents. Pipes and cables have been in-
stalled all along the walls. The buildings that are part of the historic heritage are also used in the same way,
but their appearance is damaged by the modern needs of the people.



Sector 3

Name and Surname: MS. OKSANA LUGOVAYA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Acheiropoietos

Monument Area: Ishim village, Kemerovo oblast

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 18" century

The church of the Acheiropoietos (not-made-by-hand) icon of Jesus Christ in Ishim village, Kemerovo oblast,
was built in Russian baroques style; it is an architectural monument of the 18th century. The first wooden church
of the Savior was built in this place before 1781.

The church of the Acheiropoietos (not-made-by-hand) icon of Jesus Christ was built in the period from 1803
until 1841. So, the chapel on the left side, dedicated to St. Nicholas the Wonderworker was built and consecrated
in 1815, while the central chapel of the Savior was delivered in 1841. In 1852, thanks to the efforts of the stone-
mason S.I.Alkov, the third chapel was built on the right side, dedicated to Saint Innocent of Irkutsk.

In the course of its long history, the services of the church have been attended by numerous historical figures:
the young heir to the throne Nicholas Il on his way back from Japan in July 1891, the Decembrists on the way
to their exile, as well as the writer A. Chekhov on his way to Sakhalin.

In the late 1920s the church was closed down, its cupolas were brought down and it was turned into a cereal
storehouse. When the church was looted, the blueprints of the village and the farms from the mid 19th century,
books, marvelous icons and ecclesiastical utensils disappeared.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. ASHOT HAKOBIAN

Contestant Nationality: Serbian

Monument Name: Holy Saviour Cathedral of Shirakavan

Monument Area: Chetindurak Village, Akyaka District, Kars Province
Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: 897 AD

The Holy Saviour Cathedral of Shirakavan was located in Chetindurak Village, Akyaka District, Kars Province,
Turkey. It was founded in 897. The cathedral was preserved standing until the 1940s, after which it was exploded
by the Turkish army. The finely-carved stones of its masonry were stolen.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. NIKOLAY TELEGIN

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of St. Nicholas

Monument Area: Unezhma village in White Sea bay, Arkhangelsk oblast
Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 19" century

In 1813, in the pomoric village Unezhma (White Sea bay, Arkhangelsk oblast, Russia), a wooden church was
burnt down. The decision was made to build a chapel in its place, dedicated to St. Nicholas. It is noted that the
veneration of Saint Nicholas was widespread in Pomorie. It was considered that only saint Nicholas could com-
municate directly and without mediation with Christ — for the Pomorians, people who made their living from
the sea, fishing, hunting sea animals, trading with Norway, spending up to six whole months at sea always at
risk of drowning and tossed by storms, even those few minutes that, in their view, St. Nicholas could spare
them, were very important! In those places, there have been a huge number of churches dedicated to this saint.
There even used to be a saying: “33 Nicholas from Holmogori to Kola".



Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. RAFFI YOUREDJIAN

Contestant Nationality: British

Monument Name: 1001 churches

Monument Area: Ancient Ani

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The Turkish government ordered the complete destruction of Ancient Ani, once known as the city of 1001
churches, in 1921 using explosives as part of erasing all Armenian history in the area after the Armenian geno-
cide which began in 1915. What remains is rubble and a few churches left standing with the walls wiped away
or white washed concealing 1,000 year old frescoes.

The Turkish government has recently decided a slight renovation process on one of the buildings which it's now
calling a mosque.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. ANDREY RODIONQOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker
Monument Area: Likhachovo vilage in Moscow oblast

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1888 AD

This is the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker. It is an Orthodox church located in the former village of
Likhachovo in Moscow oblast. In 1888, a stone church was erected in the place of the wooden church, designed
by the architect I.T.Bariutin, in pseudo-Russian style, with an altar and a tent-like belltower, with chapels of
Our Lady of Kazan and Saint Elias. In 1936-37 the church was closed down, and the priests were arrested and
exiled with their families. It was destroyed during the Second World War battles.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. DELLA MATTIA BERNABE

Contestant Nationality: Argentinean

Monument Name: Church in Berlin

Monument Area: Berlin

Country where the monument is located: Germany

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

A church in Berlin the tower of which was destroyed in the bombings of the Second World War. | took this photo
after sunset, as the night descended upon the city. Beside the destroyed church, the Government built a new
building where you can see the most important moments of this churches' history.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. OLGA FEDOROVA

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of Saint Nicholas

Monument Area: Fomichevo of Smolensk oblast

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

lincluded in this category the phatos from the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker located in Fomichevo
of Smolensk oblast.



Sector 3

Name and Surname: MS. RUSLAN ASANOV

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Elenska Basilica

Monument Area: Between Pirdop and Anton and near to Elenska River
Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 5"-6" century AD

The Elensko area where the church is located (and where it derived its name from) was known to have been
inhabited in antiquity by a Thracian tribe, who around the 6!-5% century BC joined the Bessi state. Thracologist
Alexander Fol links the area's name (which he derives from the Bulgarian word eneH elen, "deer”) to an ancient
legend about a deer who would descend from the Balkan Mountains on the same day every year to be ritually
sacrificed by the natives. Indeed, plenty of deer remains have been unearthed in the vicinity of the basilica. An-
other theory interprets the name of the area from the Bulgarianized name of the Greeks, enunu elini ("Hellenes"),
explained by the church's construction in the early Byzantine period.

The Elenska Basilica was in active use during the Second Bulgarian Empire (11-14" century) as a literary
centre and an Eastern Orthodox monastery. A 13" century literary work in Middle Bulgarian, the Pirdop Acts of
the Apostles, may have been authored there, as a legend says it was discovered in the church's ruins in the
19" century. It remained in use until around 1700, when the local Ottoman forces under Yahya Pasha are thought
to have purposefully destroyed it during a military campaign. The Ottomans reportedly bombarded the church
with cannons and set it ablaze because they regarded the monks as rebellious.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. MICHAIL KONSTANTINIDIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Cloister of St. Andrew

Monument Area: Mount Athos

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 10" century AD

The Skete of St. Andrew, is located 500 meters from Karyes. Until the 17" century it was the cell of St. Anthony.
The Ecumenical Patriarch Seraphim Il built a temple in honor of St. Andrew, which is a miniature of the Hagia
Sophia in Istanbul. Today only ruins of this temple remain.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. SAVVAS FERENIDIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Nunnery, dedicated to the Beheading of John the Baptist
Monument Area: Imera in Kromni region

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1710 AD

Nunnery in Imera in Kromni region, dedicated to the Beheading of John the Baptist. According to tradition the
monument was built in 1710 AD. After the exchange of populations, the monastery and the church were de-
stroyed and later used by the Turks as a stable. Today there are only some ruins.



Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. PLAMEN TSVETKOV

Contestant Nationality: Bulgarian

Monument Name: Bachkovo Monastery

Monument Area: Bachkovo, Asenovgrad Municipality, Plovdiv Province
Country where the monument is located: Bulgaria

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1803 AD

The Bachkovo Monastery of the Dormition of the Holy Mother of God, previously the Petritsoni Monastery or
Monastery of the Mother of God Petritzonitissa in Bulgaria is an important monument of Christian architecture
and one of the largest and oldest Eastern Orthodox monasteries in Europe.

The monastery is known and appreciated for the unique combination of Byzantine, Georgian and Bulgarian cul-
ture, united by the common faith. It is located on the right side of the Chepelare River, 189 km from Sofia and
10 km south of Asenovgrad, and it belongs to the jurisdiction of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church.

The monastery was founded in 1083 by Prince Gregory Pakourianos, a prominent statesman and military com-
mander in the Byzantine service, as a Georgian-dominated Orthodox monastery.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. GIANNIS VOULGARIS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: Church of St. Charalambos

Monument Area: Krini (Cesme)

Country where the monument is located: Turkey

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1832 AD

Greek Orthodox church of Saint Charalambos in Krini (Cesme). The metropolitan church of Saint Charalambos
in Cesme was built in 1832, following the three-aisled basilica style with a raised nave and a capacity of 3,000
people. The church has 12 columns made from red marble, separating the aisles, which are dedicated to the
Virgin Mary and Saint Stefanos. The temple was restored between 2011 and 2014.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. STELIOS TOMBROS

Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: The church of St. Nicholas

Monument Area: Kalogonia, Sparta

Country where the monument is located: Greece

The year or time period of the monument construction: 18" century

The church of St. Nicholas is the parish church of Kalogonia Sparta settlement. The monument, built in the
place of an older church, in its current form probably dates back to the 18th century. Since 1962 the church has
been declared a historical monument.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. STEFAN VLAOVIC

Contestant Nationality: Croatian

Monument Name: Church of the archangel St. Michael
Monument Area: Cepin town

Country where the monument is located: Croatia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1759 AD

The first church in Cepin was built in 1732. In the same spot, in 1759, a new church dedicated to the archangel
St. Michael was built. On Christmas Day, January 7" 1942, during the Second World War, the church was de-
stroyed by the Ustasha and the Ustasha movement. It was later restored in 1977.



During the last war in the former Yugoslavia, on April 29th 1992, at around 1 am, the church was blown up and
destroyed. Only a part of the altar and the tower were left. It has still not been restored.

The Church of St. Michael the Archangel is extremely important for the Orthodox Serbs in eastern Croatia. The
church itself dates back to the 18th century, therefore it is a cultural, historical and religious treasure of the
Serbs in Croatia. Without their churches the Serbs of Cepin lose their heritage, identity and spirituality.

The church is located in Cepin (Croatia). Cepin is a town in eastern Croatia, about 9 km from Osijek, the biggest
center of eastern Croatia.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. VLADIMIR NEELOV

Contestant Nationality: Russian

Monument Name: Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Monument Area: Yaroslavl city in Yaroslavl Oblast region

Country where the monument is located: Russia

The year or time period of the monument construction: 1710 AD

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. SOTIROPOULOQS IOAKEIM (ANASTASIQS)
Contestant Nationality: Greek

Monument Name: The Church of the Resurrection, or the Holy Sepulchre
Monument Area: Jerusalem

Country where the monument is located: Israel

The year or time period of the monument construction: 4" century

The Church of the Resurrection, or the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, Istrael. Jerusalem is a city located on a
plateau in the mountains of Judea, between the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. Israel declared Jerusalem its
capital in 1949. Itis an ancient city, which is Jewish, Christian and Islamic, both a religious and historical center.
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre has been an important pilgrimage destination since the 4™ century.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. TOMASZ MOSCICKI

Contestant Nationality: Polish

Monument Name: Church of Ayios Thyrsos

Monument Area: Northern Coast of Cyprus

Country where the monument is located: Cyprus

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

Cyprus (occupied part) — Church of Ayios Thyrsos on the Northern Coast of Cyprus. The cross on the belfry is
lost. Only a few icons remain on the iconostasis — seems to be almost completely abandoned.

Sector 3

Name and Surname: MR. MILJAN MILETIC

Contestant Nationality: Serbian

Monument Name: Church of Saint John the Baptist

Monument Area: Petric village, Klina municipality

Country where the monument is located: Serbia

The year or time period of the monument construction: Not mentioned

The pictures show churches demolished and burnt down by extremist and fanatic Albanian Muslims, after the
bombing of Serbia in 1999 and after the horrible events of the pogrom against the Serbs on March 17, 2004.
During that period, more than 35 churches and monasteries and more than 1.000 homes of Serb inhabitants
were demolished and burnt down, while more than 4.000 persons were expelled only because they were Serbs.

Church of Saint John the Baptist in the village Petric, near Klina — demolished by bombs.



Sector 3

Name and Surname: MS. NADEZHDA DEDIC

Contestant Nationality: Serbian

Monument Name: Church of Virgin Mary

Monument Area: Prizren city

Country where the monument is located: Kosovo and Metohija

The year or time period of the monument construction: 14% century

This is the Serbian church of Virgin Mary. This monument is located in Prizren town, Kosovo and Metohija. It
was built in the 14" century.
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